
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE
ORGAN RECITAL SERIES

Lent Term 2022



SUNDAY 30 JANUARY 18:00
James Tett - Organ Scholar
Christ’s College
In memory of  Harvey Parker (2001-2021)
Liszt Prelude and Fugue on BACH
Alain Fantasmagorie
Duruflé Prelude and Fugue sur le nom d’Alain

SUNDAY 6 FEBRUARY 18:00
Kyoko Canaway - Wilfrid Holland Organ Scholar

Gonville & Caius College
Litaize Epiphanie

Litaize Reges Tharsis
Dupré Six Antiennes pour le Temps de Noël: Lumen ad Revelationem

Tournemire (trans. Duruflé) Fantasie - 
Improvisation sur Ave Maris Stella

SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 18:00
Joseph Wicks - Former Organ Scholar
St John’s College, Cambridge
Elgar Allegro maestoso (Sonata in G)
Franck Cantabile
Whitlock Fanfare (Four Extemporisations)

SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 18:00
Alex Trigg - Junior Organ Scholar

St John’s College, Cambridge
J.S. Bach Toccata and Fugue in D Minor (Dorian) BWV 538

Mendelssohn Sonata no. 4 in B flat major:
i. Allegro con brio

ii. Andante religioso
iii. Allegretto

iv. Allegro maestoso e vivace



SUNDAY 27 FEBRUARY 18:00
George Herbert - Herbert Howells Organ Scholar
St John’s College, Cambridge
Vierne Scherzo (Symphonie II)
Boulanger 3 Pièces - Prélude; Petit Canon; Improvisation
Semple Oriens
Pott Laudes

SUNDAY 6 MARCH 18:00
Ben Markovic - Organ Scholar

Queens’ College
Widor Allegro vivace (Symphonie V)

Byrd A fancy
J.S. Bach Jesus Christus unser Heiland (BVW 688)

Vierne Toccata

SUNDAY 13 MARCH 18:00
Neil Chippington - Headmaster
St John’s College School
J.S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in B minor BWV 544
Vaughan Williams Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’ 
Messiaen Joie et clarté des corps glorieux

A full specification of  the Mander Organ is available here.
Please take note of  the Chapel COVID-19 precautions, which are available here.



James Tett is an organist and violinist, currently studying organ with Ann 
Elise Smoot and violin with Professor Ani Schnarch.
James started organ lessons with Tim Wakerell at St Paul’s Cathedral 
School, before being awarded a music scholarship to Westminster 
School, where he was the organist for the 2017 school performance 
of  Saint Saens’ ‘Organ’ Symphony No. 3 in C minor at St John’s 
Smith Square. James was made a Royal College of  Music (RCM) 
Scholar in 2018, joint principal on violin and organ, and was awarded 
a first across his first year BMus programme. During this time, he 
studied with Professor David Graham and was awarded the George-
Thalben Ball Cup and Suffolk Organ Champion prizes at the Suffolk Festival 
of  Performing Arts and won second prize in the London Organ Competition (2019). James has been 
a regular at ‘Oundle for Organists’ where he was also awarded recital prizes in two consecutive years.
Whilst organ scholar at Christ’s, James reached the finals of  the Northern Ireland International 
Organ Competition 2020. He has also continued as a recitalist, with past highlights including Truro, 
Winchester, Brentwood and Bristol Cathedrals and future opportunities in 2022 in Cambridge and 
London. He has participated in masterclasses with Thomas Trotter and Daniel Moult.
A keen violinist, James studied at the junior and senior departments of  the RCM, during which time 
he won the prestigious Angela Bull Memorial Competition (2018), Westminster Young Musician of  
the Year (2018), Rickmansworth Young Musician of  the Year (2019), Instrumental Champion at the 
Suffolk Festival of  Performing Arts (2019) and second prize in the Sevenoaks Young Musician of  the 
year (2019). James is a third year Physicist and also enjoys chess, table tennis and cycling.

Kyoko Canaway is a fourth year undergraduate MML student, studying 
French and German at Gonville and Caius College, where she is also 

the Wilfrid Holland Organ Scholar. Kyoko began playing the organ at 
Repton School and went on to spend her gap year as organ scholar of  
Chichester Cathedral, offering her the opportunity to work alongside 
the choir there as well as accompanying a local choral society. Kyoko 
continued to develop her organ skills over her first two undergraduate 
years, before spending her Year Abroad in Freiburg, Germany. Here, 

she studied organ at the Musikhochschule. Although much of  this time 
was affected by lockdowns, this was nonetheless a fascinating experience. 

Kyoko also took this opportunity to combine her musical and academic 
studies, writing a dissertation that analyses the works of  poet Mathilde Wesendonck, often cited only 
as Wagner’s muse. Kyoko hopes to continue to combine these two areas of  interest in the future. 



Born in 1993, Joseph Wicks is a prize-winning organist, conductor and 
tenor. He is a founder member of  The Gesualdo Six and has also 
sung for several other groups including Tenebrae, Alamire and 
Polyphony. He is an early graduate of  Genesis Sixteen, a training 
scheme for young singers run by The Sixteen and its director Harry 
Christophers, and credits to date include several of  Bach’s Cantatas, 
St Luke Passion (evangelist), St John Passion (arias), Handel’s 
Messiah and the role of  Sellem in Stravinsky’s The Rake’s Progress 
(Cambridge University Opera Society).
Joseph is a Fellow of  the Royal College of  Organists and a recipient 
of  the Limpus prize. He has given recitals across the UK and notably in St 
Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Westminster Cathedral and King’s College Cambridge.
Before pursuing his freelance career further afield, Joseph spent two years as Assistant Director of  
Music at Truro Cathedral. He appears with the cathedral choir on a CD of  choral & organ music by 
Dobrinka Tabakova for Regent Records and accompanied them on three broadcasts for BBC Radio 
3 including a live concert broadcast of  Duruflé’s Requiem, as well as for their appearance in ITV’s 
‘Britain’s Got Talent’. He was also Musical Director of  St Mary’s Singers with whom he conducted 
performances of  Bach’s Magnificat & St John Passion, Finzi’s In Terra Pax, and Vaughan Williams’ 
Fantasia on Christmas Carols.
Prior to this Joseph was Assistant Organist of  St John’s College, Cambridge, having been its Herbert 
Howells Organ Scholar. Whilst at St John’s, Joseph accompanied the world-famous College Choir in 
services, on broadcasts and tours to countries across the world. This is his fifth CD release with the 
choir, the other four including works by Kodály, Vaughan Williams, and various live radio broadcast 
performances for BBC Radio 3. Joseph was also Musical Director of  the Gentlemen of  St John’s 
with whom he recorded a CD of  Christmas music.
Joseph’s own chamber choir The Beaufort Singers was founded in 2016, and it is now resident at the 
annual Boxgrove Choral Festival founded by Joseph in 2018.
www.joseph-wicks.co.uk



George Herbert is the Herbert Howells Organ Scholar at St John’s. 
Following two years as a Music student, George is now in his final 
year studying German. Born in Manchester in 2001, his passion for 
music was kindled in earnest when he started singing in Manchester 
Cathedral Choir aged nine.
He joined Chetham’s School of  Music at this time too, where he 
studied trumpet after leaving the cathedral’s choir. During this 
time, formative experiences included playing in a fanfare brass 
group alongside the Gabrieli Consort in their recording An English 
Coronation, involvement with the school’s orchestras and big bands, and 
participation in music therapy and community music projects. He focused 
on organ and singing in his time in the school’s Sixth Form, and returned to Manchester Cathedral 
as Organ Scholar. He played Poulenc’s Organ Concerto with Chetham’s Chamber Orchestra, and 
enjoyed working closely with his peers as an accompanist.
He now studies organ with Colin Walsh and piano with Keval Shah. In his first two years he 
was a pianist in Pembroke College’s Lieder Scheme, where he participated in masterclasses with 
accompanist Joseph Middleton. He has been the co-musical director of  the Gentlemen of  St John’s 
since his second year.
George is a passionate environmentalist, and is studying for a dissertation on environmental policy 
and foreign relations in Cold War East Germany. An article he wrote arguing for more sustainable 
musical touring practices was published by Varsity newspaper last year.

Alex Trigg joins us at St John’s after a year spent as Organ Scholar at 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. Although much of  his year in 

Windsor was affected by lockdowns, Alex worked regularly with the 
probationers, as well as occasionally accompanying and directing the 
choir. In January 2021, he was awarded his FRCO (playing) under the 
tutelage of  Ann Elise Smoot.
Alex’s first experiences of  choral music were as a chorister at King’s 

College, Cambridge. He started playing the organ at the age of  14, at 
St Lawrence Church, Seal Chart, where he remained Organist for four 

years. During this time he gained the highest marks in the country for his 
playing in the ARCO examination, while studying with Robin Walker. When 

he was 16 years old, he founded The Tudeley Singers, and has since conducted them in services at 
several different cathedrals (including Westminster Abbey, where he was the youngest person ever to 
conduct a service). He has also organised and directed a number of  concerts with the choir, which 
have included works by Fauré, Duruflé and Britten.
Heavily involved with local music, Alex was associated with over a dozen amateur ensembles during 
his time in Kent, including as Manager of  The Lydian Orchestra. A firm believer in the positive 
impact music can have on society, Alex has raised over £7,000 for various charities through his music 
making, and has worked with several local primary schools to inspire musicians of  the future.



Ben Markovic is a second-year undergraduate at Queens’ College, 
Cambridge, reading music where he is the Aliki Vatikioti Senior Organ 

Scholar. Alongside this post, he holds the prestigious Harry Gabb 
Scholarship of  the Royal College of  Organists and is the Magister 
Scholae of  the Fisher House Schola Cantorum, Cambridge. He has 
recently passed his LTCL (in piano performance) with distinction 
and his ARCO and is now preparing for Fellowship examinations in 
both disciplines. 

Ben started learning the piano aged 8, winning first prize in a 
composition subsection of  the North London Music Festival shortly 

afterwards. He studied the trombone at Junior Guildhall, simultaneously 
holding the Organ Scholarship post in St John the Baptist, Chipping Barnet. He was Organ Scholar 
at Worcester Cathedral during the year 2019-2020, where he was responsible for assisting with the 
training of  the choristers and accompanying the cathedral choirs. He currently studies organ with 
Jeremiah Stevenson, conducting with Ben Palmer and keyboard with Julain Perkins, and Alexander 
Technique with Polly Waterfield.
Recent and future engagements include solo recitals in Trinity College and Jesus College, Cambridge, 
Birmingham Cathedral, St Edmundsbury Cathedral and Worcester Cathedral. He will also be 
conducting performances of  Faure’s Requiem, Bach’s St John Passion and Tchaikowsky’s Symphony 
in E minor.
Ben is particularly grateful to Friend’s of  Queens’ Music and the Farrant Fund for their support.

Neil Chippington received his early musical education as a chorister at 
Winchester Cathedral before attending Cranleigh School as a music 
scholar and then Gonville and Caius College as organ scholar.
After studying music at Cambridge, he spent a year playing the organ 
in the USA as part of  a scholarship programme in Lubbock, Texas. 
He then embarked on a career in teaching, spending 17 years at 
Winchester College as a teacher, Head of  Academic Music and, for 
8 years, a housemaster. He was Headmaster of  St Paul’s Cathedral 
School from 2009 – 2016 and since then has been Headmaster of  St 
John’s College School. He was Chair of  the Choir Schools’ Association 
from 2018 – 2021 and continues as its Treasurer. He is a Governor of  Oundle 
School and Park Street Primary School in Cambridge. 
Although he has been fortunate to have had many musical opportunities, particularly whilst working 
at Winchester College where he conducted choral societies in performances of  major works such 
as Elgar’s The Dream of  Gerontius and Britten’s War Requiem in Winchester Cathedral, running 
schools has meant less time for musical endeavours. He is very grateful for the opportunity to shake 
the dust off  his shoes and perform now and again.
www.sjcs.co.uk



There are two Organ Scholars who assist the Director of  Music in the running of  the 
Choir. They accompany the Choir in its daily round of  services and assist in the training of  
its Choristers at St John’s College School.
Most former Organ Scholars have gone on to pursue high profile musical careers - Stephen 
Cleobury, John Scott, David Hill, Andrew Lumsden, Adrian Lucas and Iain Farrington, as 
well as current Director of  Music Andrew Nethsingha, were all Organ Scholars at St John’s. 
A list of  former Organ Scholars is below.
The College encourages the performance of  new repertoire and there is a fund available 
for the purchase of  organ music. The College’s commitment to new music means that 
Organ Scholars have the opportunity to give first performances of  new works by leading 
composers.
The College pays for organ and improvisation lessons and substantial performance fees are 
paid for the many ‘extra’ services and concerts which are undertaken by the Choir.  Organ 
Scholars also benefit from playing continuo with professional orchestras and ensembles.  
Funds are also available to support Organ Scholars working towards their ARCO and 
FRCO examinations.
Our next vacancy will be for entry in 2024, which can be applied for in either the 2022 or 
2023 Organ Trials. Find out more about the application process here.

ORGAN SCHOLARS AT ST JOHN’S COLLEGE

1947 - James Brown 1981 - Andrew Lumsden 2004 - Paul Provost

1947 - George Guest 1983 - James Cryer 2005 - Léon Charles

1951 - James Bennett 1984 - Philip Kenyon 2007 - Timothy Ravalde

1952 - James Lumsden 
          (Assistant organist)

1985 - Robert Huw Morgan
1987 - Andrew Nethsingha

2008 - John Challenger
2010 - Freddie James

1953 - Alan Hemmings 1988 - Alexander Martin 2012 - Edward Picton-Turbervill

1956 - Peter White 1990 - Philip Scriven 2013 - Joseph Wicks

1960 - Brian Runnett 1991 - James Martin 2015 - Glen Dempsey

1963 - Jonathan Bielby 1993 - Allan Walker 2017 - James Anderson-Besant

1967 - Stephen Cleobury 1994 - Peter Davis 2019 - George Herbert

1971 - Jonathan Rennert 1996 - Iain Farrington 2021 - Alex Trigg

1974 - John Scott 1997 - Robert Houssart

1976 - David Hill 1999 - Christopher Whitton

1978 - Ian Shaw 2000 - Jonathan Vaughn

1980 - Adrian Lucas 2002 - John Robinson


