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‘It is the bold, confidently assertive nature of the Choir’s

attack under Director of Music Andrew Nethsingha which 

is constantly striking.’ 

BBC Music Magazine

Under the direction of a series of exceptional musicians, amongst whom
have been George Guest, Christopher Robinson and David Hill, the Choir
has become internationally celebrated for its rich, warm and expressive
sound. It has been one of the world’s leading men and boys’ choirs for
over half a century.  

In partnership with its School, St John’s routinely produces choristers and
choral students who are regarded as the best in the country. A chorister’s
training is rigorous, demanding and unforgettable, and many have gone
on to become distinguished professional musicians. 

Current Johnian stars include: singers Simon Keenlyside (BA 1983), 
Iestyn Davies (BA 2002) and Allan Clayton (BA 2003); composers Jonathan
Harvey (BA 1960) and Harry Gregson-Williams (chorister 1970–1974); and
theatre and opera director David Pountney (BA 1969).

Many of today’s leading organists and choirmasters also began their careers
at St John’s. Even those members of the Choir who pursue careers outside
the world of music benefit from an outstanding education. Being a member
of the St John’s College Choir is a life-changing, life-enhancing experience.

The special sound of St John’s

An outstanding 
musical education 

A chorister education at 

St John’s gives children unique

and exceptional opportunities

to grow. Musically,

academically and as people

they learn how to get the very

best from themselves in the

community of choir and school.

This lifelong gift should be

accessible to all on merit alone.

Please help us to make it so.

Kevin Jones

Head, St John’s College School
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Introduction 
from the Master
Professor Christopher Dobson, FRS

The Choir of St John’s has been
enriching the lives of Johnians
since at least the seventeenth
century, and remains one of the
College’s best-loved institutions as
we celebrate our 500th
Anniversary. Reflecting on five
centuries of Johnian endeavour and
achievement, we recognise the
Choir's enormous contribution to
our well-rounded community of

talented men and women, who have and will become leaders,
thinkers and achievers in so many fields.  

The Choir’s voices are heard in the College Chapel seven times a
week during term time and at special events in College, and for
many Johnians the Choir will feature amongst the aspects of life at
St John’s they remember most vividly. Those who sing in the Choir
enjoy a rigorous musical education, and many choristers and choral
and organ scholars have gone on to pursue successful careers in
music. Johnian singers regularly appear in opera houses and
concert halls all over the globe.

It is not only those who have been privileged to live and work in
the College who appreciate the Choir. The sound of St John’s is
increasingly reaching out to the wider world through critically
acclaimed recordings, concert tours and webcasts from the Chapel,
and we are grateful for the support of all of the Choir’s friends
outside its immediate constituency.    

The value of the Choir is unquestionable – it embodies all that St
John’s is and aspires to be: the home of world-class education and
achievement. It is also certain that as the financial climate grows
more challenging for higher education, the need to secure a source
of income to support the Choir’s activities and allow them to grow
becomes more pressing. To that end this brochure announces the
launch of a new Campaign to raise £5 million for a Choral
Foundation for St John’s. I hope you will be enthusiastic to
participate in the Campaign and help ensure that the Choir
continues to provide beauty, solace and stimulation to Johnians and
the wider world for 500 years to come.  



Enhancing 
College life
‘St John's has a wonderful

acoustic, neither too spacious nor

too intimate... the Choir sings

suavely and radiantly.’ 

Classic FM Magazine, January 2011

Those living and working at St John’s 
also gain a great deal from the Choir’s
performances both within and outside the
College Chapel. Many find a moment of
beauty and calm through the Choir’s
voices at Evensong, and the Choir
enhances special College occasions 
with its glorious sound. 

A tradition of
innovation
In every decade the Choir has added innovations. 
Most recently these have included a series of termly Bach
Cantata Evensongs with members of the Orchestra of the
Age of Enlightenment, in addition to being the first British
choir to offer weekly webcasts. Thanks to the generosity
of its supporters, St John’s regularly commissions choral
pieces, and new works by composers such as Giles
Swayne, John McCabe and Roxanna Panufnik have
premiered in the Chapel of St John’s.

A chorister’s story: 

Peter Hicks

Being a chorister is great fun. Not only do we

get to sing in what I think is the best choir in

the world but we also get a fantastic education

at the College School. The teachers at school

are fantastic: they are fun and friendly and

extremely good at making learning easy. My

favourite subject is Maths.

Over the course of the year we sing a huge

range of anthems including Bach Cantatas,

Haydn’s Nelson Mass and other fantastic

compositions for choir and organ. We also do

lots of modern anthems by composers like

Weir, Harvey and MacMillan.

Chorister commitments include singing fun

solos, going on tours to places such as the

USA, Eastern Europe and the Far East, and

making recordings.
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The sound of St John’s 
in the wider world

Webcasts of services in the Chapel, freely available via the College
website, enable supporters all over the world to hear the Choir singing 
‘at home’, and through its international concert tours the Choir of St John’s 
is increasingly taking its sound to the world outside the College walls. 

In 2010 the Choir toured the UK and Europe, a trip that included a
performance at the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, and 2011 will see the
Choir undertaking an extensive tour of America. In addition to its live
performances the Choir has a rich collection of recordings dating back to
the 1950s and this tradition has continued under the musical directorship
of Andrew Nethsingha (BA 1990). 

A new partnership with Chandos Records has produced a critically
acclaimed recording of the music of Herbert Howells, and the CD Hear my
Words – Choral Classics from St John’s has been so popular that it sold out
shortly after its release in November 2010. The Choir can also be heard
regularly on BBC Radio 3 and Classic FM, most famously performing the
Ash Wednesday and Advent services from the College Chapel.

A chorister’s story: 

Ethan Bamber

Being a chorister has been rewarding 

and immensely enjoyable. I strongly

recommend the choir and school to

everyone; I am having a great experience

and I hope you do too!

Andrew Nethsingha and composer

Roxanna Panufnik in the College Chapel.

St John’s commissioned Ms Panufnik to

write The Call, an Advent carol setting of

George Herbert.  This work was premiered

by the Choir at the Advent Carol Service in

November 2010, conducted by Andrew

Nethsingha with Harpist Alison Martin.



St John’s is the custodian of an internationally renowned Choir that has achieved a

worldwide reputation for the excellence of its very special sound. Maintaining the

breadth and diversity of the Choir’s activities and the rigour of the education and

training of its members is a costly undertaking, and one that places great demands on

the College at a time when higher education is facing severe financial constraints.  

To ensure the continuing excellence of its Choir, St John’s is launching a Campaign to

create a Choral Foundation and aims to raise £5 million by the end of 2015.

‘The Choir has provided an

inspirational and unsurpassed

musical education for generations

of choristers and undergraduates –

please help us to enable the Choir

to flourish and grow through the

next half-millennium of the

College’s history.’

Andrew Nethsingha (BA 1990)
Director of Music

Sample projects:

Choristerships
The College seeks to make choristerships available to all
regardless of their economic circumstances. A gift of £12,800
would fund one choristership for one year, and a named
choristership could be endowed in perpetuity by a donation 
of £320,000.

The Choir’s flexibility and ability to develop its distinctive 
sound would be enhanced by the addition of 4 new places 
for choristers to the 20 already available.  

Choral and organ scholarships
A gift of £4,500 would cover all costs associated with holding a
choral scholarship for one year. A donation of £110,000 would
endow a named scholarship in perpetuity.  

A gift of £6,000 would cover all costs associated with holding an
organ scholarship for one year.  A donation of £150,000 would
endow such a scholarship in perpetuity.

A donor’s story

In 2005 Charles Naylor (BA 1978) gave £5,000 

to St John’s in support of the Choir:

Since leaving John's I have worked as a professional

singer and in the oil industry, in utilities and in

financial services. There has been a constant thread,

which has been with me throughout my career:  the

appreciation of the importance of quality to achieve

success. This was instilled in me as a member of the

Choir at St John's and was a critical part of my overall

education at Cambridge. 

The United Kingdom is incredibly fortunate to have

both outstanding academic institutions and also a

choral tradition which is second to none. These two

world-class traditions meet at St John's in a powerful

combination. The Choir is a great contributor to the

overall reputation of John's and I feel passionately that

those who have benefited from the enormous privilege

of education at one of the world's great universities

should ensure that this opportunity is given to

succeeding generations. 

This is why I made a donation in support of the Choir

and would encourage others to do likewise.

Nurturing 
vocal talent:
target £1 million
Aim: to increase our resources and the

opportunities to provide an outstanding

musical education for our choristers,

choral students and organ students. 

Sample projects:

Lessons in improvisation
Many of the country’s leading organists
received their formative training at St John’s.  
A gift of £800 would provide lessons in
improvisation for both our organ students 
for one year. 

Singing lessons
Both the choral scholars and the choristers of
the Choir are fortunate enough to benefit from
singing lessons from internationally renowned
singing teacher David Lowe.  A gift of £10,000
would fund the choral scholars’ singing lessons
with David Lowe for one year.

Graduate choral scholarships
In providing an excellent musical education,
the Choir has proved particularly successful 
as a vehicle for developing vocal talent for 
the world of opera and oratorio. St John’s is
keen to build on this success by offering
opportunities to promising young singers who
would benefit from a year singing in the Choir
after graduation to develop their vocal
technique. A gift of £15,000 would provide
complete support for a graduate choral
scholarship for one year. Such a scholarship
could be endowed in perpetuity for £415,000.
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Securing the future: 
target £2.5 million
Aim: to support the day-to-day running of the Choir. A Choral Foundation for St John’s
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Sample projects:

Touring fund
An endowed touring fund of £1 million would give the Choir greater
flexibility to respond to invitations to perform and tour more
extensively and bring the sound of St John’s to new audiences as
well as to alumni across the world.  

Recording
Over the last 50 years the Choir has collaborated with a number of
leading soloists, orchestras, and instrumental players to produce
some very highly regarded recordings. Gifts of £5,000 to £15,000
would allow us to engage in new and innovative recording projects.

A donor’s story

Philip Oakes (BA 1983) gave £100,000 in 2008

to establish the Oakes Fund, which supports

commissions of new music for the Choir:

Only later in life did I fully appreciate how

privileged I was to study at St John’s. Having

been fortunate enough to have had my time

there paid for by others, the College setting me

up for my subsequent career, I felt it only right

I should give something back. Listening to such

a beautiful sound in our Chapel, in the

knowledge I’ve somehow contributed, is such

an emotional experience. I now attend Choir

events not just delighting in the music, but also

greatly appreciating the warmth with which

I’m received on every occasion. St John’s

Choir is special not only for its excellence, 

but also for the friendliness of those who bring

about such excellence. I can’t recommend

donating to the Choir strongly enough, and I

urge you to join me.

Continuing to innovate: 
target £500,000
Aim: to keep the Choir at the forefront of

developments in choral music through new

commissions and other innovations.

Sample projects:

Bach Cantata Evensongs
A gift of £30,000 would fund one Cantata Evensong per term
for five years, featuring players from the Orchestra of the Age 
of Enlightenment, one of the finest period instrument 
ensembles in the world.

New music
The Choir regularly commissions music from leading
composers, and one-off gifts of between £3,000 and 
£5,000 would fund new commissions of choral music.

A choral 

scholar’s story: 

Sam Oladeinde

(2010)

Everything that the Choir does, from the

intimate Wednesday Evensongs to the

thrilling international tours, is

enormously rewarding. I genuinely feel

privileged to be working with such a

fine group of musicians.

Sharing the sound: 
target £1 million
Aim: to continue to share the music of the Choir as

widely as possible through webcasts, tours, concerts, 

CD recordings and orchestral collaboration.



Getting involved
‘There is musicianship here of a rare and moving kind.’ 
Choir & Organ, May/June 2010

There are a number of ways in which 

you can support the work of the Choir:  

Donate
Please give whatever you can to support the Choir. There is a form at the
back of this brochure with a reply envelope to enable you to make a gift
easily, or you can contact the Development Office for more information.

Leave a gift in your will
Whether or not you are in a position to make a gift in your lifetime, please
consider including the Choir of St John’s College in your will. St John’s has
recently established the Beaufort Society to recognise the contribution of
all those donating to St John’s via a will, and all those making a gift to the
Choir in this way will be invited to join. Please contact the Development
Office for further details.

Join the Choir Association
In 2009 a group for supporters of the Choir was re-launched, and
membership now stands at nearly 700 Johnians, former choristers and
other friends of the Choir.  Members meet annually at a summer garden
party in College and at a drinks reception in London, in addition to
concerts and services both in Cambridge and abroad. Membership starts at
£50 per year and there are a number of benefits for members. 
Please contact the Choir Office for more details.

Paul Woodward, Chair of the Choir
Association writes:

Since my time as a chorister in 
the early 1960s I have seen the
Choir progress to become a
significant contributor and
performer on the world stage of
choral music, so it was a great
pleasure for me to take up the 
role of the Chair of the Choir
Association at a time of such
importance to the College – 
its Quincentennial Celebrations.
Whilst the Choir has always
benefited from the College’s
support, I think that it should 
have its own financial
independence and I hope you 
will join me in fully supporting 
the launch of this Campaign.
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A choral scholar’s story: 

Dominic Collingwood (2008)

Not only is the Choir perhaps the main reason that I applied to the College, but for

three years it has remained at the centre of everything I have found exceptional

about my time at St John's. Whether it has been alongside a Theology degree,

playing rugby, or being president of the May Ball, there has been nothing more

exciting than singing in a world-class choir every day!

For more information about supporting the Choir please contact:

Development Office, St John’s College, Cambridge CB2 1TP, UK

Email: development@joh.cam.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 1223 338700   Website: www.joh.cam.ac.uk

Choir Office, St John’s College, Cambridge CB2 1TP, UK 

Email: choir@joh.cam.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 1223 338718   Website: www.sjcchoir.co.uk

‘Those years [at St John's] were extremely

happy ones, and I am glad to have this

chance to express my deep gratitude for all

that I gained through the privilege of being

at St John's.’

Dr Stephen Cleobury, CBE (BA 1970)
Director of Music, King’s College, Cambridge
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Development Office 

St John’s College, Cambridge CB2 1TP, United Kingdom 

Email: development@joh.cam.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 1223 338700  Fax: +44 (0) 1223 338727

www.joh.cam.ac.uk
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‘I consider myself extremely

fortunate to have been Organ

Student at St John’s from 1974 

to 1978. It was a formative

experience for me to work under

the charismatic influence of 

George Guest, the most brilliant 

and inspiring conductor and choir trainer. Those years

shaped and refined my music-making and persuaded me 

to follow a musical career as an organist and choir director.

In my work at St Paul’s Cathedral, and now at St Thomas,

Fifth Avenue, I draw repeatedly on that early experience 

at St John’s, as it continues to inform and enrich all my

musical activity on a daily basis. I am most grateful for the

opportunities I enjoyed during those Cambridge years and it

is wonderful to see how the St John’s Choir has continued

to flourish under Dr Guest’s distinguished successors.’

John Scott (BA 1977)
Organist and Director of Music
St Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, New York 


